
EECS 452 – Lecture 5

Today: PPI and project team formation
FPGA’s and Verilog programming

Announcements: Lab 3 on DE2-70 starts next week
Hw2 due today. Hw3 assigned.
PPI comments and rankings due Wed before 11:55PM
Project teaming meaning on thurs, 7-9PM 3150 Dow

Last one out should close the lab door!!!!

Please keep the lab clean and organized.

Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.

— Napoleon I.
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Pre-project ideas (PPI)
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Pre-project idea (PPI) assignment (100 pts)

I Due before 11:55PM on thursday on Ctools (60 pts)

I Assignment counts as one homework
I Two PPI contributions: PPI 1 (30pts) and PPI 2 (30pts)
I Each PPI must be one page and follow the specified format

I Between sat and wed eve do the following (40 pts)

I comment on PPI’s on Ctools Forums
I Each PPI will have a comment thread
I Comment on at least 2 PPI’s other than your own
I Respond to comments on your own PPI
I Comments are open and should be constructive

I Rank the top 4 PPIs that interest (Ctools Testing Center tab)

I Popular PPIs may be good prospects for teaming

I You are encouraged to network during open comment period
I Early efforts will give us head start in team formation on Sept 18
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How you might approach the PPI exercise

I Take a look at the 3 examples listed in document linked to PPI
assignment on Ctools

I Background and overview
I Proposed project effort
I Who might use the device?

I Take a look at TI’s repository of projects on Homework/Projects wiki

I Take a look at Harris’s projects on Homework/Projects wiki

I Be imaginative but realistic in your PPI

I An application that you and others may be interested in
I A project idea that involves DSP in some way
I A project idea that is feasible in context of a semester-long MDE

I In the comments part of exercise

I Comment on at least two PPI’s (not yours) of interest to you
I Critique and propose extensions or improvements
I Respond constructively to other’s comments on your PPIs
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Teaming meeting mechanics

Meet in Dow 3150

6:45PM Pizza arrives

7:00PM Overview of lab resources for projects (K. Metzger)

7:15PM Project pitches: Students pitch their favorites (5 min each)

8:00PM Project assignments: Students sign up for projects

9:00PM Adjourn

Notes:

I Review project ideas in PPI booklet before meeting

I If you have a strong interest in a project idea prepare a 5min pitch

I Group size: target team size is 3.

I Only 8 or 9 projects can be accomodated so be flexible!

I We will only assign people to teams if necessary.
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How to pick a project

I Choose something that
I Relates to the class and lab.
I That you will enjoy doing.
I Has a reasonable degree of challenge.

I Be brave
I Take chances and be prepared to make mistakes.
I You will need to get something working.
I Aim high: combined forces of 3 people can do a lot!

I This will be a lot of work, but...
I It’s your MDE.
I You will be working on your final product that you chose.
I So you should get some enjoyment out of it!
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