
EECS 601 - Intro to CSE Graduate Research
——————————————————————————————————————————
Course: EECS 601 Time: Thursday, 4:30PM - 6:00PM

Credits: 1 Credit, S/U Location: DOW 1014

Term: Fall 2022 Course Site: TBD

Instructors ———————————————————————————————————
Alanson Sample David Fouhey
Faculty Faculty
Office: BBB 4812 Office: BBB 3777
Office Hours: By appointment Office Hours: By appointment

Email: apsample@umich.edu Email: fouhey@umich.edu

Course Overview & Goals ————————————————————
From the Course Catalog: An introduction for incoming Ph.D. students and research-focused
Master’s students to a wide range of topics critical to success in their research studies. Rotating
speakers will give perspective on the research process, time management, publishing in CS,
managing the highs and lows of grad school, working with your advisor, career paths, etc.

The goal is to give students the background knowledge and perspective needed to be
successful in grad school, as well as help develop non-technical skills such as presenting and
self-promotion. Additionally, this course offers an opportunity for incoming students to meet their
cohort and connect with the wider CSE research community.

The objectives of this course are to:
● Prepare you to perform research in computer science
● Provide advice on forming effective relationships with your advisors and colleagues
● Develop your skills in technical communication
● Prepare you for future positions, from being a GSI to finding an internship and beyond!



Course Schedule (Tentative) ————————————————————————
This schedule is tentative and may change as we coordinate availability with our guest lecturers.
Please visit the course site on Canvas for an updated schedule.

01 Sep Course Overview / Graduate Onboarding Grad Committee Chair

08 Sep Grad Student Coaching  / Mentor Buddies Course Instructors

15 Sep Working With Your Advisor & CoE MORE Plan Course Instructors

22 Sep How to Win Fellowships Course Instructors

29 Sep Ethics in CSE Research Prof. Benjamin Fish

6 Oct Doing Research Prof. Todd Austin

13 Oct Time and Project Management Course Instructors

20 Oct Giving Talks Prof. Manos Kapritsos

27 Oct Highs and Lows of Grad School Prof. Valeria Bertacco

3 Nov Graduate Student Panel TBD

10 Nov Career Paths After Grad School and How to Get There Prof. Westley Weimer

17 Nov Teaching and Mentoring Course Instructors

24 Nov No Class, Thanksgiving break —-

1 Dec Personal and Research Promotion Course Instructors

8 Dec Reflecting On Your First Semester Course Instructors

Grading Policy —————————————————————————————————
This is a one credit course that is pass/fall. To receive a passing grade, you’ll need to get credit
for attending classes and completing the assignments. We think that engaging in the class is
valuable for you and the assignments are things you ought to do in your first semester anyway.
Grades aim to incentivize doing the right thing, not serve as a source of worry and  due dates
aim to encourage doing the assignments over the semester rather than speedrunning them at
the very end. Iff something serious comes up during your first semester that prevents you from
making progress in this and your other classes, please come talk to us.

Attendance: Coming to class and talking about your first semester experience with peers is
valuable and being present is important. When speakers are talking, please pay attention and
stay off your cell phone and laptop. Similarly, during small group discussion, please participate.

We will take attendance via a sign-in sheet that we will collect a few minutes after the start of



class. Be prompt. You can miss or show up late to twoclasses while still passing. We strongly
recommend planning to go to every class, so that if things come up, there are no issues.

Assignments: The course assignments include having a conversation about expectations with
your advisor and making a personal website. We will grade these assignments based on
completion. If you do a reasonable job on them, you will receive full credit. To give some
flexibility, we have the following policies:

● You are free to drop the lowest assignment, which effectively means that you can skip
one assignment. We would encourage you, however, to do all of the assignments.

● You can also turn in two assignments up to one week late. We would encourage you to
save this option in case you need it over the semester. While the first semester of
graduate school is indeed a busy time, we do not expect that you will need these late
weeks and that if you use these late weeks, you will not need more than what we give.

Honor Code, Academic Integrity, and Professionalism ————————
As future engineers, the students of this course will be expected to exhibit standards of ethical
behavior. Cheating, plagiarism, and other forms of academic misconduct are equivalent to
misrepresenting your capabilities as an engineer and will not be tolerated in this course. It is
your responsibility to be familiar with the College of Engineering Honor Code, which is
described here:

www.engin.umich.edu/students/honorcode/

The Engineering Honor Code applies to all homework and graded material in this class.
Students are expected to behave professionally for the entirety of this class, including being
respectful to speakers and classmates.

Accommodations ———————————————————————————
If your learning or participation in this course may be affected by a disability or another factor,
please talk to us early in the term so we can arrange for appropriate accommodations. If you
have other special circumstances, please contact us as soon as you know these may affect you
in class. We will do our best to ensure that everyone can learn and participate in this course
effectively.

This Syllabus ——————————————————————————————
This is a “living syllabus” and so its contents may change throughout the course. We’ll keep you
posted if anything important changes.

Questions? ——————————————————————————————
We’re happy to talk to you. Feel free to talk to us after class or by emailing us. Please include
EECS 601 in the subject line. We don’t check the Canvas messaging system. Office hours can
be scheduled by request; please email us directly to arrange a time.

http://www.engin.umich.edu/students/honorcode/

