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tsal1e;r Arre.
Babylon, N,Y.
Feb. 3, tfi(r.

I,{r. Fro.nl,: E. Robbtns
Aselstant to the Presld.ant
Unly*rslty of Iillchlfian
Ann Arbor, IlXchlgan

Dear LIr. H,obblns:

I am afrald. tl:e"t I cen not be nuch heLp to
gard.ln6 bhe hlstory of Statlon TICBC. fhe broadcastl
ijr&s started. after I left the Unlver"slty. I can teLL
aborrt the apparatus ti'r.s.i; ya.s probabl.y used at flrst.

you re-'
ng actlvlty
you a LlttLe

In tire faLl o! :.927 seve:'a1 of the students ln ths
R.0.f .C. $lgEral Corps and. the ELectrlcal Engtneerlng d.epartnentbu1lt i:. ccntlntroue 'ii&ve rad.lo tele6paph station. EhJ.s statLcn
was to bo used, chlefly fon two thln.gs, cod.e practlce for tire ,

511gra1 Corps peop3"e, anil corai:unlcatl-on r.'lth the Eobbts expedlttron
to 6reen1and.. fhe conetruetlon of t?re transm:tter ?iae a sort of
eoLl-ect1r,re rne,tter 1n tlrA*^:tlre Unlted. States Arrqf granted" $1OO.O0that 'iras ueed for mtseeLkrrrEous parte, the General ELectrlc
Conpany gev6 r.rs the 2$0 watt vacuun tube u.so0 as the ffi.fi.ln.po$sr
enpllfler, and. the ELectrleel Englneerlng cLepartrnent d.onated. the
room anci the h1$r voltage notor-generatore used. for pover.

Wtth thts ec.lulpment comnnrnlcatlon $ae malntalned,
d.lrectl-y wlth the Greenland. oxped.ltlon. Aurateurs 1n aLl con-
tlnents but Asla were contaeted.. One of the noet lnterestln6
contaots Bs,s one v.tth South Afrlca 1n r*rloh Hesiia.ges nere
exchanged. concerni-rig the obsernatory d,ovn thene 1n which the
Unlve:'slty l3ss lnterested.. I d.o not renornber the naue of the
pIace. All of thj-s work was d.one on short waves by telegr.aph.
The cali used. rag $LW..

I unclerstand t1:at sometlne 1n 1926 or 1929 thls
eq.rlpment r.i&s rebutLt anrl" subsequentLy l:.ras uged. ln some of
the f lrst broad.caste, though I have no personaL h,nowl"ed.ge of
thl"s &s I went to Detrolt ln early l..926.

I belley,,- Iiir. L. N. Ilo1iand. of tire Electrlcal
Eni;lneorlng d.epart:::ent ml;;ht heLp you out thou$: I expect
tiic.t ;'orr irave aLread.y been ln t,ruch irlth hln,

$lncez'el.y yorlrs,

(SfSned) Robert R. $naln



This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17, U.S. Code). This copy is
made available solely for private study, scholarship or research. Permission to quote
from, publish, reproduce, display, digitally transmit or deposit in other institutions
must be obtained from the copyright holder and the Bentley Historical Library.
Citations must identiff the Bentley Historical Library, Universig of Michigan.


